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A Message from IPPFA President, James McNamee

Get the word out on Article 3 Police Creditable Service

IPPFA received an inquiry from a city clerk in a downstate

municipality. A police officer had applied for pension with 26 years

and 11 months of service. He was awarded a pension of 65% of

pensionable salary. He protested that he didn’t receive credit for 11

months of service and requested a refund of his payroll contributions

from the months that didn’t count towards his pension. The pension

award was upheld and the refund request was denied. The city was

seeking validation that they had done the right thing.

IPPFA doesn’t give legal advice, but we informally agreed that the

police pension fund had handled this application properly. Under the Article 3 “Downstate”

Police statute, creditable service is awarded only for whole, complete years of service (not

partial years or months). And refunds are only permitted when all pension rights are given up,

such as separation refunds or portability transfers to another Article 3 fund. Additionally, a

refund may be made to an estate in the rare case that a pensioner doesn’t live long enough to

at least collect his or her contributions.

It is frustrating that this officer could have worked one more month and received an extra 2-

1/2% of salary for the rest of his life and that of a qualified survivor. Police pension funds

should consider letting active members know that service credit is only granted to whole

years. Maybe the problem experienced by this officer can be avoided at your pension fund.

Note that in the case of Article 4 fire pensions, service credit is given for each month after

attainment of the vesting requirement.

One of the best ways for your membership to be up to date on their benefits is to provide

copies of our updated IPPFA Retirement Guide, available on Amazon or through bulk order

(10 or more) from IPPFA for $7.50 per copy. In addition to police/fire pension information,

they’ll learn about their improved Social Security benefits, deferred compensation, and retiree

healthcare savings.

Sincerely,

James McNamee

IPPFA President

https://heroesfamilyfunddonations.square.site/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=a7224d32-4336-4763-964f-205b1686d78a
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UPCOMING EVENTS

2025 HFF MidAmerican Golf Outing

2025 Employee Benefits Conference

2025 MidAmerican Pension Conference

Carterville Regional Seminar

2025 Heroes Family Fund Holiday Gala

ONLINE TRAINING

16 Hour Online CTP Course

8 Hour Online Seminar (2025)

 
NEWS LINKS

Strong Final Month of Revenues Elevates FY 2025 General Funds Revenue Total to Near $54.0
Billion

Spring 2025 Pension Legislation Overview

The GENIUS Act of 2025: Stablecoin Legislation Adopted in the US

Risk Commentary: Power shift in Eurasia; Comments on Likely Outcomes

The Funded Status of Public Plans Keeps Improving - Albeit Modestly

Import Surges and Tariff Avoidance: The Short-Term Impact of the Trump Administration’s Trade
Policies

Illinois to return $45 million of missing money to residents: 'This is not a scam'

Social Security’s Financial Outlook: The 2025 Update in Perspective

Department of Energy Releases Report on Evaluating U.S. Grid Reliability and Security

https://www.ippfa.org/history
https://ippfaheroesfamilyfund.org/
https://www.ippfa.org/
https://heroes-family-fund-fall-golf-outing.perfectgolfevent.com/registration
https://www.ippfa.org/event-details/employee-benefits-conference
https://www.ippfa.org/event-details/2025-ippfa-midamerican-pension-conference
https://web.cvent.com/event/4d9cb20a-597e-4dd5-a8b2-115e5ee98fb6/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/06c25103-873f-4c84-a4b1-353f7044e9aa/summary
https://registeruo.niu.edu/Ungerboeck_Public/emc00/PublicSignIn.aspx?&aat=322b6b44756b5a4e4b53494661783654315659567352714e47674c74644f5958706f6e763470435a6479413d
https://web.cvent.com/event/07f10a71-45e7-40f4-b47e-52451f250fd6/summary
https://files.constantcontact.com/ff12799a501/b04de05b-5113-46cc-a9ec-88e132e1b2d6.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ff12799a501/067f920b-6164-44c6-a3b3-b219b2530835.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ff12799a501/86b1c749-24c5-4a0e-9c83-bd7e9d2a3a2a.pdf
https://www.egan-jones.com/newsletters/egan-jones-risk-commentary/risk-commentary-power-shift-in-eurasia-comments-on-likely-outcomes/
https://files.constantcontact.com/ff12799a501/1ebd3212-ccf5-431b-920c-573c9a1064dc.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ff12799a501/1209b30a-2010-4f12-b6eb-eff529c7ecd4.pdf
https://abc7chicago.com/post/missing-money-illinois-treasurer-michael-frerichs-return-45m-600k-residents-cash-enhanced-match-program/17036437/
https://crr.bc.edu/social-securitys-financial-outlook-the-2025-update-in-perspective/
https://www.energy.gov/articles/department-energy-releases-report-evaluating-us-grid-reliability-and-security


Consumer Financial Services Law Monitor

Duane Morris Class Action Review – 2025/2026: Mid-Year Class Action Settlement Report &
Analysis

The Impact of Generative AI on Work Productivity

Trump wants to set up a sovereign wealth fund. What is it?

States face hard choices as budgets expected to tighten

State ends fiscal year with record revenue

Two health insurers leave Illinois market

UPCOMING PENSION TRUSTEE TRAININGS

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!
2025 MidAmerican Pension Conference

October 1 - 2, 2025

Oak Brook Hills Resort

3500 Midwest Rd.

Oak Brook, IL 60523

REGISTER NOW

Hotel Reservation

CONFERENCE OPPORTUNITIES:

Looking to showcase your organization at our conference? Explore our exhibitor

and sponsorship opportunities! Gain exposure, connect with key decision-makers,

and make a lasting impact.

Sponsorship Information

https://www.consumerfinancialserviceslawmonitor.com/2025/07/troutman-pepper-locke-weekly-consumer-financial-services-newsletter-july-1-2025/
https://blogs.duanemorris.com/classactiondefense/2025/07/01/duane-morris-class-action-review-2025-2026-mid-year-class-action-settlement-report-analysis/
https://www.newsbreak.com/news/4091831206622-trump-wants-to-set-up-a-sovereign-wealth-fund-what-is-it?s=ws_em&emailId=jO6QlgU&uid=46847556371848400555509199691972946914791743245030849507823004883032938473702
https://www.newsbreak.com/news/4091831206622-trump-wants-to-set-up-a-sovereign-wealth-fund-what-is-it?s=ws_em&emailId=jO6QlgU&uid=46847556371848400555509199691972946914791743245030849507823004883032938473702
https://stateline.org/2025/06/30/states-face-hard-choices-as-budgets-expected-to-tighten/
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/news/state-ends-fiscal-year-with-record-revenue/
https://www.illinoistimes.com/news-opinion/two-health-insurers-leave-illinois-market-20515507
https://web.cvent.com/event/f502acb7-39d4-40ab-ba30-10adea8911cc/summary
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/rooms/?ctyhocn=CHIBHHH&arrivalDate=2025-05-29&departureDate=2025-05-31&room1NumAdults=1&displayCurrency=USD
https://files.constantcontact.com/ff12799a501/920e9195-5c6a-4590-81e4-1153954ac486.pdf


Exhibitor Information

2025 Employee Benefits Conference
October 1, 2025

Oak Brook Hills Resort

3500 Midwest Rd.

Oak Brook, IL 60523

REGISTER NOW

Hotel Reservation

Sponsorship Information

2025 Carterville 8 Hour Regional Seminar
November 12, 2025

https://files.constantcontact.com/ff12799a501/496cd77f-05ea-4564-bbf1-09f4d5ce4660.pdf
https://web.cvent.com/event/48bc2c4d-f059-4008-b60c-220eba350bb6/summary
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/chibhhh-90t-80fa3423-a3d2-4085-afe5-951034c2352c/
https://files.constantcontact.com/ff12799a501/7c046b1f-1b1a-44c1-a205-aa3cc5959cab.pdf


John A. Logan College

700 Logan College Road, F103

Carterville, IL 62918

REGISTER NOW

HEROES FAMILY FUND

Remembering Terrance Freeman

Rockford Fire Department
End of Watch: November 22, 2009

This month, the Heroes Family Fund proudly honors the life and service of

Terrance D. Freeman Sr., a devoted firefighter with the Rockford Fire Department

who made the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.

Born on June 8, 1972, in Chicago, Terrance Freeman dedicated his life to public

service and joined the Rockford Fire Department on February 23, 2005. Over the

course of his career, he served with distinction at several stations, including

Ladder Co. #2, Engine Co. #4, Ladder Co. #1, and Engine Co. #1. At the time of

his passing, he was stationed at Engine Co. #3, where he was actively working

toward earning his Paramedic certification.

https://web.cvent.com/event/4d9cb20a-597e-4dd5-a8b2-115e5ee98fb6/summary


On November 22, 2009, Firefighter Freeman passed away from an apparent heart

attack, just hours after completing a shift that included multiple emergency

responses. His death was officially recognized by the U.S. Fire Administration as

occurring in the line of duty, a solemn reminder of the physical toll and invisible

risks that come with a life of service.

Terrance Freeman is remembered not just for his bravery and professionalism,

but for his unwavering dedication to the people of Rockford and to his fellow

firefighters. His legacy lives on in the community he served, the department he

loved, and the family and friends who continue to cherish his memory.

As we recognize Firefighter Freeman as our August Hero of the Month, we are

reminded of the profound impact one life of service can have. The Heroes Family

Fund is honored to shine a light on his story and ensure his sacrifice is never

forgotten.

Join Us in Supporting the Heroes Family Fund
Help us honor Terrance and others like him by contributing to the Heroes Family

Fund. Your generosity ensures that we can continue supporting the families of our

fallen heroes in their time of need.

Guardian Sponsor: $10,000+

Protector Sponsor: $5,000–$9,999

Courage Sponsor: $2,500–$4,999

Bravery Sponsor: $1,000–$2,499

Honor Sponsor: $500–$999

Community Sponsor: $250–$499

Supporter Sponsor: $10–$249

Scan or click the QR code below to make your donation today.

Support our Silent Auctions & Raffles!
Explore our Amazon Wishlist and contribute today.



Amazon Wishlist

UPCOMING FUNDRAISERS:
Heroes Family Fund MidAmerican Golf Outing

September 30, 2025

Willow Crest Golf Club

3500 Midwest Rd.

Oak Brook, IL 60523

REGISTER NOW

This charity event is rain or shine, no refunds.

All proceeds go to the Heroes Family Fund.

The IPPFA Retirement Guide - 3rd Edition

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/R6ZEN57W8D22?ref_=wl_share
https://heroes-family-fund-fall-golf-outing.perfectgolfevent.com/registration


Social Security Fairness Act
Big Changes for Illinois Fire and Police!

The Social Security Fairness Act was signed into law on January 5th. This law

increases benefits for fire and police personnel who have pensions from work that

is not covered by Social Security. This affects the majority of Illinois “Downstate”

fire and police. The law also repealed the Government Pension Offset that

reduced or eliminated limited benefits that a police officer or firefighter might earn

from a spouse’s Social Security record. IPPFA will schedule updates on this law

via our YouTube channel and at our 2025 conferences and seminars.

IPPFA TV Interview

The IPPFA Retirement Guide – 3rd Edition

The best source of information on the newly expanded Social Security benefits is

the 3rd Edition of the IPPFA Retirement Guide.

The Social Security chapter has been totally rewritten. In addition, the book has

been updated with the latest information on: ​
Article 3 police pensions

Article 4 fire pensions

Public employee deferred compensation

Retirement healthcare funding

Order Your Copy Today!

The IPPFA Retirement Guide – 3rd Edition is now available:

On Amazon: $9.99

https://www.youtube.com/@IPPFATV
https://www.ippfa.org/event-list
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P6LDQQdNxeU&ab_channel=IPPFATV


From the IPPFA Office: $7.50 per book for bulk sales of 10 books or more

When the books are sold in bulk from our office, IPPFA avoids the Amazon

royalty charge and passes the savings on to you.

For the earlier editions, IPPFA sold thousands of copies via bulk sale to police

and fire pension funds, cities and fire districts and foreign fire insurance tax

boards. Some entities bought 10 books and distributed them to the pension board,

fire stations, police station libraries and alike. Other pension funds bought

hundreds of books and supplied one to each active member.

Order on Amazon (Under 10 Books)

Bulk Order from IPPFA (10+ Books)

Get the Word Out!

Whatever the method, let’s get the word out to our active and retired members on

their new Social Security benefits.

Download PDF

EXPERT INSIGHTS

Each month in Expert Insights, IPPFA features timely tools, commentary, and

resources from our trusted network of corporate members, attorneys, and subject-

matter experts. These contributions reflect their deep commitment to strengthening

Illinois' public pension community.

Are you a corporate member or legal professional with insights to share?

Share your expertise in a future Expert Insights feature and connect with the IPPFA

community.

Contribute Now

Stay Connected with Us!
Download the IPPFA app for updates and follow us on social media for more news and insights

Apple App Store Google Play Store
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https://files.constantcontact.com/ff12799a501/70e2022d-d187-4112-8c6d-ff3b9ac20db0.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ff12799a501/28313412-57db-410e-907c-c7751c7ac489.pdf
mailto:julie.guy@ippfa.org
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/ippfa/id6475712797?platform=iphone
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.goodbarber.ippfa&pcampaignid=web_share
https://www.linkedin.com/in/julie-guy-42361983/recent-activity/all/
https://www.youtube.com/@IPPFATV
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057588754219
https://ippfa.org/
https://ippfa.org/
https://www.ippfa.org/blank-8
https://www.ippfa.org/blank-9
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